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happened as recently as a hundred and fifty years
ago near Osaka, It was a very sad case as com-
munication was left between the buried person
and the surface. After willingly offering herself
and allowing herself to be buried alive, the wo-
man changed her mind and cried out to be releas-
ed. Nobody knew what to do so they just
left her buried," said Mr. Maki as he went on to
explain how day figures were substituted for live
sacrifices and cremation began to be practised a
hundred and fifty years after the introduction of
Buddhism.
Mr. Maki stated that definite distinctions be-
gan to be made from the seventeenth century on
between the now rare Shinto type funeral and a
Buddhist one* As a result, there is the conspi-
cuous absence of Shinto priests before death occurs,
the use of natural rather than artificial decorations
at a Shinto funeral and the great simplicity of Shinto
rites as compared to Buddhist ones. Also, at a
Shinto funeral, a sword is always placed in front of
the casket to drive away evil spirits and the head
of the deceased is covered. Once this headgear
was elaborate. The poor, unable to afford the
costly hats of yesterday, use a small piece of paper,
After a Shinto funeral fear of pollution impels the
occupants of the house to have it thoroughly